








Healthy Housing continued to support each household’s 
ability to be compliant with their lease. This non-punitive 
approach is having a positive effect.

Youth Services –
A Place of Belonging

Carol Martin lends a helping hand to the youngest 
participants.

In the summer of 2007, when Good Shepherd 
Ministries made the difficult decision to close, 
Jubilee Housing struggled with the question of 
what would happen to the community’s chil-
dren. Through deep prayer and discernment,  
we decided to start a Youth Services depart-
ment. Our mission was to provide a place of 
belonging for the children where they could re-
ceive academic support, enrichment activities, a 
safe and supportive environment, and meaning-
ful relationships with staff, tutors and mentors.  
	 We started in a small space in the base-
ment of the Ontario, but then were able to move 
to three better spaces in the Mozart and Fuller. 
There, with good support and generous dona-
tions, we were able to give needed resources 
to our youth—everything from computers to 
healthy snacks. We hired talented professionals 
and during our first year worked with more than 
40 children from five to 18 years old.
	 We begin our second year with joy and de-
light in these young people, with a belief in their 
gifts and talents, with a realistic assessment of 
the huge obstacles that hinder their paths, and 
with a desire to support and nurture their growth 
and to teach the healthy life skills necessary to 
surmount those obstacles.

The Jubilee • Fall 2008             5

Caption

“We have become a better community and 

closer neighbors as we have come together 

to support each other and to learn from, 

and about, each other. We have also done 

a better job listening to each other’s needs 

and the trials we each face, so that we can 

look for resources and solutions for  

each other.” 

– Euclid Residents Gabriela Rojas and  

Amanda Mareno, reflecting on Euclid  

Building Meetings



Building Community

This year, Jubilee Support Alliance (JSA) brought resi-
dents and Washington DC-area professionals together 
through a variety of experiences to share their stories, 
their work, their resources—and their sense of fun.  

Gala – In April, Residents and JSA supporters shared an 
evening of dancing, dining, games and an auction at the 
Ronald Reagan 
Building. Board 
Member Audrey 
Proctor (pictured 
here with her fel-
low board mem-
bers) said, “It’s a 
blessing to have 
an event to raise 
money to keep 
Jubilee Housing 
affordable.”

Back-to-School – As Jubilee youth got ready for school, 
JSA got ready to help with a school supply give-away. 

Young people 
stocked up with 
backpacks, paper, 
pencils, pens and 
other supplies. Each 
participant was able 
to start school with 
a backpack full of 
what they needed.
 
 
 

 
Work Day - On a beautiful Saturday in October, more 
than 200 volunteers, residents, and staff members 
showed up ready to work. They built a swing set, washed 
walls, mulched tree boxes, cleaned toys, prepped a wall 
for a mural, and generally beautified our buildings and 
streets. The children hauled coolers of water and oranges 
to each work site, and the seniors served as “Ambassa-
dors,” distributing literature and explaining the work to 
passersby. As the work projects went forward, volunteers 

Jubilee Support Alliance 
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grilled 500 hot dogs and 
hamburgers, arranged 
salads and desserts, and 
set up tables and chairs. 
Then everyone gathered 
to share the meal—and 
each other’s company.

 
Wine Tasting – At this small, intimate and fun evening 
in October, guests were invited to partake in expert wine 
analysis and tast-
ing with Michael 
Franz, editor of 
Wine Review 
Online, wine 
columnist for 
France magazine, 
and a contributor 
to several national 
and international 
wine magazines. 

Holiday Wish List – JSA links local businesses with 
individual families in Jubilee Housing. Last year, busi-
nesses supported nearly 80 families with presents for the 
children. We hope for a good turnout this year as well. 
Residents in turn will be given an opportunity to give 

a gift to Christ 
House.

 
Elf Store – 
Jubilee’s children 
want to buy 
presents for their 
friends and family 
this holiday sea-
son. In December, 
our “Elf Store” 

features items to accommodate a child’s budget. Resi-
dents, staff members, and JSA volunteers help the kids 
pick out good gifts for their loved ones.



Saying Hello

Debby Churchman
Discipleship Year Intern
Debby is serving for one 
year in our Development and 
Residential Services depart-
ments. A mother of four and 
grandmother of two, Debby 
comes from the publishing 
world where she produced 
articles for the Washington 
Post, New York Times, Chris-
tian Science Monitor and a 
children’s magazine called 
Ranger Rick. She loves listening to people’s stories 
and writing them down, and is reveling in the chance 
to spend time with folks at Jubilee Housing.

Tim Bukta
Director, Operations and Finance
Tim came to us from 
many years in the corpo-
rate world, primarily in the 
software industry, with both 
large and small companies. 
He lives in Loudoun County, 
VA with his wife who is a 
middle-school ESL teacher, 
and with his two teenaged 
daughters. Tim serves on 
the vestry of his church and 
chairs the Loudoun County Social  
Services Board.

Steve Geiser
Development Associate
Steve works with Development Director 
Kathy Guillaume to build 
a strong donor network. A 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana na-
tive, Steve is basking in the 
rich cultural and historical 
experiences that Washing-
ton, D.C. has to offer. Be 
sure to ask Steve about his 
performance at the Army  
10 Miler.

Antione Sharpless
Youth Services Program Coordinator
Originally from Detroit, MI, 
Antione moved to the D.C. 
area in 2005 to work with 
Good Shepherd Ministries 
in the after school center. 
He graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University in 2001 
with a degree in Criminal 
Justice and attended the 
Culinary Arts School in 2003. 
He enjoys cooking and  
fine dining.

Renetta Davis
Youth Services Coordinator
A Washington, D.C. native, Renetta 
has been working in youth 
services-type jobs since the 
age of 14. She graduated 
from Trinity University with a 
degree in Political Science. 
Recently, she completed 
her Masters Ed in Education 
Administration and Policy 
from Howard University. She 
loves working with children, 
cooking, and independent 
films. Renetta works with the 3-5 
graders in JH Youth Services.
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Carol Martin 
Youth Services Coordinator
Carol runs Early Start, the 
Youth Services program for 
kindergarten through second 
graders. A native Texan, she 
attended Texas University 
and George Washington 
University.  She has been 
a member of the Church 
of the Saviour since 1970, 
and has worked with many 
CofS ministries. In 1982 she 
moved to Dayspring and served as director of the 
Silent Retreat Center for 21 years.  She later served 
for a year as an Innkeeper at Samaritan Inns.  In 
September 2006 Carol began work at Good Shep-
herd Ministries and remained with GS until its clos-
ing. She has two daughters and five grandchildren.



 

____ Keep Jubilee in your prayers 	  

____ Make a financial contribution to Jubilee:	  
____$1000  ____$750  ____$500  ____$200  ____$50 ____Other

____Volunteer your time and talent at Jubilee

____Contribute your stock to Jubilee	

1640 Columbia Rd. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Name	   ____________________________

Address   ____________________________

Phone     ____________________________

E-mail    ____________________________

Do you know someone else we can contact?
Name	   ____________________________

Address   ____________________________

Phone     ____________________________

E-mail    ____________________________

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of The Jubilee. 
Efforts such as this publication would not be possible without your contributions.  

Please help out by filling in this form and mailing it back to us.

Stay tuned for more news about our new Jubilee Youth Services!


